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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 


IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
August 14, 1954 

To help your children 
More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 


training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MeEssaGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price  .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 
Price £ aL eee 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price .50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 
Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 


scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9x12. Only  .85 





Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





The Story of the Ages 


(Our Cover) 


Unique as our cover design may appear, 
it shows the different episodes of how the 
Lord’s message was delivered to His people. 
From Noah and all the Prophets down to 
John the Baptist and Jesus the message of 
the Kingdom is boldly heralded. Then it 
is carried with new power by the Apostles, 
and, though silenced through the Dark Ages, 
is revived in these days and once again 
the tidings of the Kingdom are heard. And 
it shall be heard until the appearance of 
the Prophet Elijah (Mal. 4:5) with divine 
power to expand the work on a gigantic scale 
which will consummate in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God with Jesus Christ 
as Supreme Ruler. Then the hope of those 
who “looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God” shall be realized with a 
crown for all who have overcome. 





THE Mecripno MessacE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of anychange of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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CHRIST: The Great King of the World to Come 


HE more intimately we study the character of 

Christ, the more apparent it becomes that it is im- 

possible to class Him with any other one personage 
of Holy Writ. He stands apart, playing a stellar role 
among God’s galaxy of brilliant men. 

He combined the magnetic personality of Moses that 
drew His followers to Him, with the powerful ability of 
Joshua by which He held in check the turbulent nature 
of the fishers of Galilee. 

His love and unselfish devotion to the cause of right, 
His passionate desire to bring sinners to repentance, His 
blamelessness and holy life, place Him far above the 
leaders of other ages. 

The fact that His appearance in public and its associa- 
tions were crowded into three short years, reveals what 
must have been the intensive training and rigid self- 
denial that prepared Him for the ordeal which lay before. 

We might peruse the biographies of the great men of 
our nation, Washington, Lincoln, and others: we are 
greatly indebted to Washington, for it was through his 
instrumentality that America enjoys the freedom she 
does. It was incorporated into our Constitution that 
every man should be free to worship God as he chose. 
Washington was the outstanding character of our history 
in bringing about this desirable condition. 

Lincoln, also, was a great character; he preserved the 
Union and freed the slaves. The work of these notable 
characters ceased with their death, but the fruits of their 
labor are still enjoyed. However, they cannot in any de- 
gree be compared with the life and work of the Man of 
Galilee. The record of their lives began with their birth. 
But when we consider the record of Jesus, we find that 
Moses, nearly fifteen hundred years before, foretells 
something quite different to that of any common individ- 
ual. He tells, as recorded in Deut. 18: 15, that Christ was 
to be born: “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto 
me; unto him ye shall hearken.” Also in verse 18 the Lord 
says: “I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren .. . and I will put my words in his mouth, and 
he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.” 

In Acts 3: 22, 23 the Apostle Peter testified that this 
prophecy was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, whom God had 
raised from the dead and who was being preached among 
them. 

The Prophet Isaiah foretold in chapter 7: 14 the birth 
of this holy Child. Also in Jeremiah 23:5 it is foretold 
that God would “raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
justice and judgment in the earth.” Not only did the 
Prophets foretell Christ’s birth, but the Angel Gabriel 
revealed in Daniel 9: 25 the time of His birth, and at the 
Annunciation he foretold His kingship and His everlast- 
ing Kingdom. 


NO RELIGION COMPARABLE TO TRUE CHRISTIANITY 


We may study the sacred books of all the great reli- 
gions of the world, see the effects exercised by those reli- 
gions on the minds of their votaries, and in spite of the 


few wholesome precepts of self-discipline which even the 
worst of them enshrined, we behold the failure of them 
all to produce the inestimable blessings which we enjoy 
in the knowledge of the truth which sets us free from 
superstition and error, which we treasure as dearly as 
our life. We regard this as solely due to the spread 
and establishment of the faith we hold, the faith of which 
Jesus Christ was the Founder. 


We may read the systems and treatises of ancient phi- 
losophy, yet we perceive their total incapacity to console, 
to support, to deliver, or regenerate the world. Then we 
see the light of Christianity dawning like a tender day- 
spring amid the universal and intolerable darkness. From 
the first that new religion allies itself with the world’s 
utter feebleness, and those feeblenesses it shares. Yet 
without wealth, without learning, without genius, with- 
out arms, without anything to dazzle or attract, number- 
ing among its earliest converts not many wise, not many 
noble, not many mighty, with no blessing apparently upon 
it save such as cometh from above, it puts to flight kings 
and their armies; it breathes a new life and a new hope 
and a new and unknown holiness into a guilty and de- 
crepit world. 


The work grew and increased, became more and more 
irresistible, and spread “with the gentleness of a sea that 
caresses the shore it covers,” until the gospel of the King- 
dom was preached to every nation under heaven. And 
seeing this, we recall the faithful principle of the wise 
and tolerant rabbi, uttered more than 1900 years ago, 
“If this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to 
naught; but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest 
haply ye be found to fight against God” (Acts 5: 38, 39). 


Whilst Jesus was meek and lowly, He claimed the de- 
votion of all who came to Him. He enjoined purity, kind- 
ness, righteousness, gentleness, patience, undivided al- 
legiance to good, forgiveness of enemies, service to others, 
love of God, freedom from anxious care, fervor, force, 
and prayerfulness. The law of God meets its divine ful- 
fillment in His sinless life, so that His example is a living 
law. The eternal principles of truth were combined in His 
compelling personality. “In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men.”” How much the human race would have 
benefited by following His words and example! 


CHRIST’S KINGDOM ON EARTH 


The dominant note of Christ’s ministry was the King- 
dom that was to be established at His second appearing. 
His work when He first came was a preparation for His 
second. He walked among men that His example might 
be followed by generations to come. He was tempted in 
all things like as His brethren, yet without sin. His mes- 
sage was one of obedience to God and help to His fellow 
men: a patient waiting for the Kingdom of God, of which 
He was to be the glorious Head. And when the mighty 
and noble of earth and its monuments and memorials 
shall have crumbled and disappeared, His Kingdom shall 
grow stronger and firmer with the lapse of time. 


After nearly two thousand years of attempted Chris- 
tianity, the denominations have wandered hopelessly into 
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the intricate network of human philosophy farther and 
farther away from the simple teachings of the Man of 
Galilee, until today the professed defenders of the faith 
denounce His miracles and deny His resurrection, and 
their helpless flocks perish on the mountains of doubt 
and infidelity. 

But “the secret of the Lord is with them that fear him” 
and to them He will show His covenant. To all who will 
listen, He still speaks. He promised never to leave or 
forsake them, and His promise has never failed. It was 
but for thirty-three short years of a short lifetime that He 
lived on earth; it was but for three broken and troubled 
years that He preached the gospel of the Kingdom; but 
forever, even until all the #ons have closed, and the rulers 
and peoples of this present heavens and earth are remem- 
bered no more, shall every one of His faithful children 
find peace and hope and forgiveness in His Name—The 
Word of God. 


THE DELIVERER NIGH 


Christ will soon come to perform the wonderful work 
of restoration allotted for Him at His second advent. 
How may we know that His coming is near? We have in- 
disputable evidence upon which we can depend beyond 
doubt. We do not profess to set the day or even the year 
of His coming. But if there is plain testimony that the 
gladsome time of celestial glory is “at hand,” should not 
all be rejoiced to welcome such confirmation? In view of 
the present corrupt state of the world, socially, political- 
ly and ecclesiastically, should it not be the desire of every 
true-hearted one for a Deliverer to come who will remove 
all these evils? We have the promise of Jehovah that the 
coming King will establish a Government whose officers 
shall be peace, and its exactors righteousness, who will 
punish the guilty and reward the virtuous upon every oc- 
casion until the laws of nature are obeyed universally, 
bringing health, vigor, prosperity and peace to all man- 
kind. 

Christ is coming to reign on the earth, but before His 
reign of peace can be established there must be a com- 
plete cleansing away of the evil element which now de- 
files and corrupts the masses. The state of man, ungov- 
erned by the Law of God, is aptly described in Jer. 17: 9, 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” The heart or mind of man is 
“deep” or bottomless. This word “deep” signifies, in the 
original: “Used metaphorically of those on the brink of 
destruction.” Those who are governed by the thoughts or 
vain imaginations of the natural man are on the “brink 
of destruction.” They are without the firm foundation 
mentioned in I. Cor. 3: 11, “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Jesus 
said, in John 8: 32, 36, “Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. .. . If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed,” free from the 
bondage of sin and corruption. 

How veritably true we find the statement of Jesus in 
John 3:19, 20, “This is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved.” The false teachers 
have drawn a thick veil over the faces of their hearers 
and made the Bible unintelligible. By thus doing they have 
turned many to unbelief and infidelity. This lamentable 
state of affairs will not be remedied to any great extent 
at present, although a few here and there will surrender 
to the power of evidence, judgment and testimony. Noth- 


ing will change the present order of things to any great 
extent until He shall “come whose right it is to reign.” 

Then, and not till then, will the masses see the folly of 
their way and cease to follow their blind teachers. Then 
shall the prophecy of Jer. 16:19 be fulfilled: “O Lord, 
my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day 
of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the 
ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no 
profit.” Men may preach loud and long, the different so- 
cieties of the world may strain every nerve and exert 
every power to put down the various evils that afflict 
society; yet with all their combined efforts they cannot 
bring the world into a state of peace and good will. Such 
efforts will, in a limited degree, effect a medium of good 
in their channels of operation; but so far as bringing the 
world into harmony with the lofty principles of Truth as 
proclaimed by the great Teacher in Galilee, it will prove 
futile. 

The past experience of centuries, aside from the plain 
statement of the Word that “evil men and seducers shall 
wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” 
(II. Tim. 3:13), should be enough to convince every 
thoughtful person that it will take a force far stronger 
than the arm of flesh to bring about the Millennium. The 
highest courts of justice, even our World Court, the wis- 
est of all ages, have failed to legislate in such a way as 
to have a sound social system as the result, or to have a 
state of lasting peace and tranquillity the outcome of their 
legislation. On the contrary, selfishness and the power of 
bribery has too much weight to allow the best interests 
of peoples and nations to govern even in the enactment 
of law among the governments of earth, as evidenced by 
the recent debacle at Geneva. 


CHRIST TO BE KING OVER THE NATIONS 


We may look, as men have looked in all ages past, for 
this world to grow better and better under its ameliorat- 
ing societies and missionary organizations; but in spite 
of them all there will be no definite change for the better 
until Jesus comes and establishes Himself as King over 
all the earth. The world is actually to be brought into sub- 
jection by conquest. The time is coming when the edict 
shall go forth, “Go and compel them to come in” (Luke 
14:23). A compulsion will be brought into effect, and 
the world can either leave their dark doctrines, their 
theological training, superstitions and traditions received 
from their fathers, or suffer the consequences. Those 
who persist in proclaiming darkness and error for men 
to believe, will not be allowed to live any longer. 


This will be a gradual development. The present state 
of the world is the rule of man. It is misrule, rather. 
This is why we witness all the trouble, misery, distress 
and anguish, because of man’s unjust rule. All are look- 
ing to their own quarter for gain, at the expense of their 
fellow men. If the affairs of the world were manipulated 
justly, to the glory of God, there would be plenty for all 
and there would be no poor in the land. But this won- 
drous condition can never be brought about by human in- 
strumentality. In the days of Jesus His disciples thought 
He would establish His Kingdom of peace and righteous- 
ness then and there. But not so; He told them differently 
in Luke 19. In verse 10 He told them: “For the Son of 
man is come to seek and save that which was lost.” How 
they rejoiced at these words! 

“And as they heard these things, he added and spake a 
parable, because he was nigh unto Jerusalem, and because 
they thought that the kingdom of God should immedi- 
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ately appear.” They knew He had told them, as recorded 
in Matt. 5: 35, that Jerusalem was to be the “City of the 
great King,” thus thought the time was at hand. “He said 
therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” The King- 
dom of God, the grand reign of Christ on the earth, was 
not immediately to be established; but the Son of man 
was as a man that took a journey “into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” But be- 
fore going away “he called his ten servants, and delivered 
them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 
... And it came to pass”—after a long time—“that when 
he was returned, having received the kingdom’”—ah! 
having returned, what does that word “returned” mean? 
Before that glorious era blooms forth in all its beauty 
and grandeur He must return, as we are told in Matt. 25: 
19, “After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, 
and reckoneth with them.” It is now nineteen hundred 
years since the Master spoke those words we have been 
reading, and how true they have proved! Inasmuch as He 
has never yet returned in regal power to establish His 
Kingdom by bringing into subjection the forces of evil, 
how veritably true and forcible that “after a long time 
the lord of those servants cometh”! 


In contrast to the plans of mankind, the Almighty One 
has from the beginning outlined a Plan by means of 
which He has promised to subdue the forces of wicked- 
ness and bring the world into a state of peace. His holy 
Prophets outline this Plan and inform us of its duration. 
The Prophet Micah, enlightened through power divine, 
foretells the condition of the world as we witness it 
today. He says in chapters 3: 11 and 7: 2—4, “The heads 
thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach 
for hire, and the prophets [teachers] thereof divine for 
money. ... The good man is perished out of the earth: 
and there is none upright among men: they all lie in 
wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a 
net. That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the 
prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and 
the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so 
they wrap it up. The best of them is as a brier: the most 
upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of... 
thy visitation cometh.” 


Although chronicled hundreds of years in the past, how 
true this description is of the present age! Men have al- 
ways done evil with one hand, so to speak, but the daily 
record of crime and lawlessness reveals that the masses 
are doing evil with both hands earnestly. Therefore is it 
not justice that the “day of visitation” should come? For 
in order to abolish these evil practices and establish 
justice and righteousness in the earth, God reveals 
through this same Prophet, in chapter 4:3, 7, that it is 
His purpose to send Jesus Christ to earth to “judge 
among the people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more.” And as a result of this strong rebuke which will 
conquer all nations, “the Lord shall reign over them in 
Mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.” 


FORTY YEARS REQUIRED FOR THE CONQUEST 


This same Prophet also reveals the length of time re- 
quired to carry out this great Plan until all nations are 
willing to come under the righteous rule of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. We read in chapter 7:14, 15, 
“According to the days of thy coming out of the land of 
Egypt will I show unto him marvelous things. The na- 


tions shall see and be confounded at all their might.” As 
the people of God were forty years coming out of Egypt 
and passing through the wilderness to the land of Ca- 
naan, so the Almighty has purposed in forty years to 
show unto the nations of the world marvelous things 
until they “shall see and be confounded at all their might.” 


The Prophet Isaiah speaks in chapters 26: 21, and 17 
12—14 of some of the events of those coming forty years: 
“Behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also 
shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 
... Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a 
noise like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of na- 
tions, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty 
waters! The nations shall rush like the rushing of many 
waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far 
off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains be- 
fore the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirl- 
wind. [Like ‘thistle down’ says the marginal reading.] 
And behold at eveningtide trouble; and before the morn- 
ing he is not.” The nations of earth shall be as chaff be- 
fore the whirlwind of God’s judgments. 

The words of the Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles all 
agree that it will take nothing less than the judgments of 
God to bring the world into a state of peace and harmony. 
As declared in Eccl. 8:11, “Because sentence against an 
evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of 
the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” Today, 
juvenile delinquency is an American tragedy for the very 
reason that sentence was not applied at the opportune 
time and place “where it does the most good.” Nothing is 
so convincing to the obdurate as an application of discip- 
lining and a demand to respect the rules and regulations 
of decent society as prescribed in the Sermon on the 
Mount. The inspired writers not only reveal what must 
be done to conquer the forces of evil, but in glowing terms 
they picture the blessings which will result from the estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom. There is no hope for the world 
but the coming of Christ as King. 





KISSING THE ROD 


O heart of mine, we shouldn’t 
Worry so— 

What we’ve missed of calm we couldn’t 
Have, you know. 

What we’ve met of stormy pain, 

And of sorrow’s driving rain, 

We can better meet again 
If it blow. 


We have erred in that dark hour 
We have known, 
When our tears fell with a shower, 
All alone— 
Were not shine and shower blent 
As the gracious Master meant? 
Let us temper our content 
With His own. 


For we know, not every morrow 
Can be sad; 
So, forgetting all the sorrow 
We have had 
Let us put away our fears, 
And put by our foolish tears, 
And through all the coming years 
Just be glad. —Selected. 
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A Study of Biblical Evidence 
Concerning the 


PART VIII 


Bishops and Elders 


The Bible teaches that there has not been an elder, or 
a bishop, ordained of the Almighty since the end of the 
Apostolic Age or dispensation. In order to ordain elders 
there had to be the gift of discerning so as to tell who 
were worthy of the office, for Paul says in First Timothy 
3:10, 

“Let these also first be proved; then let them use the office 
of a deacon, being found blameless.” 


This gift of discerning spirits, together with the other 
gifts, ceased with the Jewish Age; therefore, after that 
time a bishop or an elder could not be selected according 
to the divine specified procedure. Moreover, it is a lament- 
able fact that the prime qualification that a bishop or an 
elder be found blameless is often overlooked at the pres- 
ent time. 

Furthermore, in ordaining bishops and elders, the Holy 
Spirit power was imparted to them “with the laying on 
of the hands of the presbytery” (I. Timothy 4:14). 
Today the laying on of hands is meaningless; in the ab- 
sence of the gifts, there is no power to be imparted and 
none can be received. 

When the Apostolic believer received the Holy Spirit 
he acquired wisdom and knowledge which was a benefit 
to all. One could heal the sick; another could speak in un- 
known tongues; others had power to discern spirits or 
teachers. 

How different with those who now claim to be subjects 
of Holy Spirit power! Not a single Scriptural idea do 
they possess more than before. On the contrary, the Apos- 
tles and those whom they ordained could manifest their 
power by the effects produced. A man who made the claim 
that he had Holy Spirit power could prove his assertion 
to the conviction of all. When he laid on hands, he had 
something to impart; but, in the absence of the power, 
the laying on of hands at the present day is but mockery. 
Paul, writing to Timothy, says in Second Timothy 1: 6, 


“Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, that thou stir up 
the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my 
hands.” 

The gift of God, or the power imparted by the putting 
on of the hands of the Apostles, was real. No one has the 
power to do the same in our day; and to claim the sem- 
blance, lacking the reality, brings disgrace upon those 
who profess the name of Christ. 

No doubt many will say or think, How do you carry on 
without bishops and elders now? We have the blessed 
words of the Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles recorded 
on the pages of Holy Writ, and by them we must be ruled 
and governed. By their law and practice we are enabled to 
live in peace and harmony, all speaking the same things. 
Pau] states (Ephesians 4:11, 12), 


“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ.” 


This is striking evidence on the subject. According to 
the divine arrangement, all would not be given Apostles 


HOLY SPIRIT 


and Prophets. “He gave some, apostles; and some, proph- . 
ets.” A portion of the body of Christ must rely upon pas- 
tors and teachers for their edification. 

We have duly appointed officers of the church, for God 
is a God of law and order, and all things must be done in 
an orderly manner, but we do not go through the form of 
laying on of hands. We do not pretend to do something 
which we have no power to perform. 

Many have said to us: “If it be true that no one is 
healed now by the direct power of God as in the days of 
the Apostles, what will you do with James 5: 14?” This 
scripture reads: 


“Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord.” 


Our answer is, that we will let it apply just where the 
Almighty intended it should; and that was while the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit lasted. So long as there were elders it 
was applicable, for they had power to lay on hands and 
heal the sick. It was a present truth, a temporary law, 
given specifically for that age or dispensation, and ceased 
with the culmination of the age. 

If present-day teachers sincerely and honestly believed 
that James 5: 14 could now be carried out by these pre- 
tended elders, when any of their members are taken sick 
would they call for the doctor? Certainly not! As sincere 
believers in God they would call for the elders of the 
church. 

Jesus says, “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Their 
neg prove that they do not believe what they profess to 
teach. 

We do not call for the elders, for the simple reason that 
there is no such person as a God-ordained elder to call; 
nor has there ever been one since the time of the Apostles. 
We should be well pleased to have such elders; but with 
the plain teaching that no one since the last Apostle has 
had any gifts of the Spirit, we can proceed to call the 
physician without surrendering our faith by playing the 
hypocrite. For it can be nothing short of hypocrisy to pre- 
tend one thing and do the other, to claim allegiance to 
the elder while placing the actual reliance upon the doctor. 

Candidly consider: Is there one elder who can lay hands 
on the sick and health be the result? No, not one. Has 
anyone the gift of healing by the Spirit, and consequently 
the power to forgive sins? No one. Can anyone work 
miracles? No. Can anyone raise the dead? Indeed not. Can 
anyone do greater works than Jesus did? No, a thousand 
times No! 

These are real facts that every honest man will answer 
as we have answered. The committing of the unpardon- 
able sin, the ordaining of bishops and elders, a community 
of goods, water baptism, and the remitting or retaining 
of sins, were all a part of the Apostolic Commission. To 
claim that these institutions are in force today when Holy 
Spirit power is conspicuously absent, is causing infidelity 
to grow and professed Christianity to dwarf. Why not 
come out boldly for truth, and with us say: 


*Twixt early and the latter rain, no miracles there’ll be, 

But all must live by faith alone, not even angels see; 

No one can even speak with tongues in which he was not taught; 

Nor one that’s buried, drowned, or burned, can from the dead be 
brought. 
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Not one has power divine to heal disease of any kind. 

’Tis only mockery to try to open eyes of blind; 

For teachers, elders, laymen too, may raise their voice on high; 
God will not hear their unbelief, how ever loud they cry. 


If they were right, would God not hear and open eyes of blind; 
Thus show they were indeed ordained, by stamping it divine? 
But no, they’re false as false can be; not one of them is right; 
Their god is Baal, confusion great, is why they’re in this plight. 


Just think! they all profess belief, and elders they ordain; 

But when they’re sick not one is called to verify their claim. 
They Holy Spirit claim to have to guide them all aright, 

But when they’re sick they do not call for elders, day or night. 


But for some doctor great they send, how ever much profane, 
Thus falsify their faith and word throughout the wide domain. 
We say, like Prophet long ago, “Cry louder, every one; 

Your god—perhaps he is asleep, or on a journey gone.” 


But ah, alas! no answer comes, how ever loud they cry; 

The great true God will never hear, because He cannot lie. 

He said, the gifts He would withdraw, remain there would but three; 
Not only this, He names them out, faith, hope, and charity. 


Can you deny that tongues have ceased, all gifts have passed away; 
And only now remain these three: faith, hope, and charity? 

No one can speak in unknown tongues; no one can raise the dead; 
No one can open eyes of blind—not one by elders led. 


God is not man that He should lie; and when He said but “three,” 
No gift of Spirit was there left that guideth you or me. 

The great true God, in all His ways, doth always work by means: 
Long time ’twas Holy Spirit power; long time ’twas angels seen. 


The Holy Spirit, angels too, since John have been withdrawn, 
And we are left with Word alone to guide us unto Morn; 
And thus we see ’tis verified that only “three” remain; 

And he who speaketh otherwise is woefully to blame. 


O reader dear, grasp firm these truths, they’re glowing now for 
thee; 

No Holy Spirit is there now, nor angels can man see; 

No minister on this wide earth, to its remotest bound, 

Will call.an elder he’s ordained, to make his sick ones sound. 


WHAT IS THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY? 


Certain groups which endeavor to prove that the signs 
still follow those that believe, and that their leaders have 
visions and revelations from the Almighty, claim that 
they now have the “spirit of prophecy.” We have been 
asked: “Do you believe in the spirit of prophecy?” 

We replied: “We most certainly believe in the spirit of 
prophecy”; but the question is: What is the spirit of 
prophecy? Let God answer (Revelation 19:10): 


“For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 


In Revelation, Jesus through John foretold all future 
events which He desired to have made known to the 
Church. This responsibility of revealing new prophecy 
was not left with any uninspired man who should arise 
after the Apostolic Age. 

At the conclusion of “the testimony of Jesus” we find 
these forceful words addressed to all pseudo prophets of 
the Gentile dispensation (Revelation 22: 18) : 


“For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book.” 


TWO COMFORTERS: THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE 
SPIRIT OF TRUTH 


Many people believe that Jesus’ promise to send a Com- 
forter shows that the Holy Spirit abides forever. A sur- 


vey of His memorable discourse delivered at the Last 
Supper reveals the error of their supposition. 

Jesus promised two distinct and separate Comforters, 
diverse in function and in duration. We read (John 14: 
16, 17, 26), 


“T will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; even the 
Spirit of truth... .” 


“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you.” 


Obviously, one Comforter was to be the “Spirit of 
truth,” and the other, “the Holy Spirit.” It was the 
“Spirit of truth” which, according to His promise, should 
“abide forever,” and not the Holy Spirit. 

It was a great comfort to the disciples during the 
Apostolic Age, amidst all the persecutions which they 
had to endure, to have the gifts of the Holy Spirit as 
their Comforter. Through the power to perform miracles 
and do other mighty works they were able, as commanded, 
to confirm the word of the Gospel to the then known world. 

But this Comforter could not last forever. With the 
fulfillment of their commission, “prophecies” should 
“fail,” “tongues” should “cease.” Though “the Comforter 
which is the Holy Spirit” was to be withdrawn, Jesus as- 
sured His followers (John 14: 18, 16, 17), 


“T will not leave you comfortless: ...I will pray the Fa- 
ther, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth... .” 


We read further concerning this “Spirit of truth,” in 
John 16: 13, 


“When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatso- 
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you 
things to come.” 


This establishes another distinction between the two 
Comforters. The Holy Spirit should bring all of Jesus’ 
teachings to the Apostles’ remembrance; but of the 
“Spirit of truth” Jesus promised, it “will show you things 
to come.” It would be a revelation of future events. 


WHAT IS THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH OR OTHER 
COMFORTER? 


“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life.” 


This definition (John 6: 63) is direct from Jesus. Since 
His promise to send “another Comforter,” the only words 
that we have from the lips of the Master are contained 
in the book of Revelation. We read (Rev. 1: 1—3), 


“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, 
to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to 
pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant 
John: who bare record of the word of God, and of the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. Blessed 
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: 
for the time is at hand.” 


The book of Revelation is virtually the other Comforter 
which was promised. Not only does it summarize the in- 
spired words of the Prophets and Apostles and Jesus’ 
gospel message, but it reaches out into the dim and dis- 
tant future, foreshadowing events of the world to come. 

Is it not a blessed comfort amid universal strife, tur- 
moil and perplexity to read of a time when 
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“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away” (Rev. 21:4)? 


As Jesus concluded His message of comfort, He said 
(chapter 22:12), 


“Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be.” 


Doctor Moffatt renders it, 


“Lo, I am coming very soon, with my reward.” 


What greater assurance could we desire as we journey 
through this vale of mortality? The completion of the 
written Word superseded “the Comforter which is the 
Holy Spirit.” That the other Comforter, the Bible, is all 
sufficient without the Holy Spirit, the following texts 
prove conclusively : 


“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain” 
(I. Corinthians 15:1, 2). 


“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by 
taking heed thereto according to thy word” (Psalm 119: 9). 


“Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you” (John 15:3). 


If we imprint upon our minds and take heed to the 
lofty principles of truth contained in God’s Word, they 
will cleanse us from all iniquity; they will have an en- 
nobling effect upon our lives; they will purify and elevate 
the mind, causing fair deeds of virtue to bloom and flour- 
ish in our lives, as flowers in a watered garden. 

The Apostle James admonishes to “receive with meek- 
ness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls” 
(chapter 1:21). Paul adds that the Scriptures are a 
thorough furnisher unto all good works (II. Tim. 3: 16, 
17). The Psalmist was moved to exclaim (119: 50), “This 
is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quick- 
ened me.” 

The present existence of the Bible is a living miracle. 
Its safe passage through the Dark Ages, when super- 
stition and barbarism seemed almost to have extinguished 
all learning and knowledge, can be attributed but to one 
Cause—that of Jehovah’s protecting care. It was divinely 
destined that this other Comforter, the “Spirit of truth,” 
should “abide forever.” 

The Bible is truly a wonderful Book, in whatever light 
we view it. Composed of many books, it is yet one com- 
plete, consistent volume. Written by men in every sta- 
tion of life—from the king to the shepherd—and scat- 
tered over sixteen centuries in its composition, it is char- 
acterized by a unity of spirit and uniformity of teach- 
ing which distinguish it from any production of man, 
and, among books, make it a marvel. The offspring of 
many minds, it is without parallel among the countless 
volumes of the library. There is no other instance of forty 
authors, living in different ages, combining without pos- 
sible concert, to produce a book which in all its parts is 
pervaded by one spirit, one doctrine, one design, and by 
an air of sublime authority which is its peculiar char- 
acteristic. It is impossible to account for its existence 
upon ordinary principles. The Bible is its own best wit- 
ness of the Intelligent Mind which planned its formation. 
The only truly rational theory of the Book is that supplied 
by itself (Hebrews 1:1, 2): 


“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son.” 


The presence of one supreme guiding Mind, inspiring 
and controlling the utterances of the authors, completely 
accounts for their agreement of teaching throughout. 

There are people who think the Bible an old-fashioned 
Book, when, as a matter of fact, it is more modern than 
the morning newspaper. The newspaper, if intelligently 
edited, is up to date; the Bible is, and always has been, 
centuries ahead of date. The newspaper tells us what hap- 
pened yesterday; the Bible tells us what is going to hap- 
pen a thousand years hence. The newspaper gives us the 
incidents of the hour, the surface movements over the 
whole earth; the Bible opens the deeps of life and tells us 
what the outcome of these events shall be. 

“The Bible is a fountain whose waters feed intellect, 
heart, life; promoting the highest worship, as well as the 
largest humanity. Kingdoms fall, institutions perish, civi- 
lizations change, human establishments perish; but the 
imperishable truths which pervade and sanctify the Bible, 
shall bear it above the flood of change and the deluge of 
years. It will remain forever.” 


This is the last of the series of articles on the study of 
the Holy Spirit. The entire series may be had in book 
form for only fifteen cents, sent anywhere postpaid. 





THE FEAR OF THE LORD 


AR away in a foreign land ... there sat and mused a 
pilgrim band . . . telling sad tales of losses and of 
woes. There were some who mourned their youth... 
those care-free ways and joy-filled days. Some talked of 
vanished gold, while others of great honors told. Some 
spoke of friends who were friends no more. Another 
sighed for a grave that lay beyond the distant shore. Now 
a stranger among them listened and said: “Sad losses ye 
have met, ye say? But mine are sadder yet, for, in de- 
spising the chastening rod... somewhere along life’s way 
... 1 lost the fear of God.” 

Losses and reverses are the common lot of man. Yet 
adversities have a tendency to stimulate a searching and 
a longing for eternal values. Surely, the saddest of all 
losses is to lose that which could have gained for one 
eternal life. 

In any combat, weapons head the list of chief essen- 
tials. In our struggle for a seat and an abiding place in 
the courts of our God, we, too, are given a weapon, a 
heaven-sent power called, the Fear of the Lord. The Wise 
Man defines this power when he says, “The fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil: pride and arrogancy, and the evil 
way, and the froward mouth.” So, then, it is a force that 
will guide and direct every one whose main object in life 
is to depart from evil. To lose this fear of God is to be- 
come insensible to its influence. 

Fears are driving forces that serve as goads in our 
lives. They challenge our weak efforts to greater accom- 
plishments. Through ignorance, fear can become a slave- 
master and drive us on to destruction. Through knowl- 
edge, fear becomes a prodding power that will goad us on 
to accomplish the unusual and the so-called impossible. 

Fear of want drives man on to be resourceful and sav- 
ing. Fear of danger impels him to be watchful and cau- 
tious. Fear of God constrains a person to have reverence 
for the Eternal. 








August 14, 1954 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 7 








_ To revere the Heavenly Father is to watch so as not to 
displease Him in thought, word, or deed. “Whoever rev- 
erences the Eternal, learns what is the right course to 
take” (Ps. 25: 12, Moffatt). It is this fear, this reverence, 
that motivates the believer to depart from evil and per- 
fect a holy character. It prepares him for larger fields 
of service. 

From experience we can agree with the Prophet Jere- 
miah that “it is not in man... to direct his steps” (10: 
23). Only as we are linked to God through this fear do 
we learn to walk circumspectly. Under its guiding power 
we will tremble in alert expectancy, asking, “Is this what 
the Lord would have me to do?” Even little things will 
take on more significance, and we will do them well and 
joyfully. By becoming more God-conscious and less self- 
conscious, we will automatically do all we do to the glory 
of God. Each time we shun an evil it is because we are 
sensitive to the promptings of this fear. As a safeguard- 
ing force in our lives, it must ever be as frontlets before 
our eyes and a prodding behind us—lest we forget! 

Momentary forgetfulness was the sad and tragic case 
of Uzzah! 

In moving the ark to Jerusalem, King David had made 
the event a joyous one. He had chosen thirty thousand 
men of Israel to accompany him on this great occasion. 
Uzzah must have been a man of renown, for he had an 
important duty to perform that day. He and his brother 
had charge of the new cart upon which the holy Ark of 
the Covenant was being moved. It was a great honor to 
walk close beside the beloved Ark. What a privilege! 


Uzzah loved God. He loved the Ark and all that it sym- 
bolized. He had reverence, too. But somehow he let slip 
momentarily the commandment not to touch the “Holy 
of the Lord.” And so, in an unguarded moment, as the 
Ark jostled when the oxen stumbled, instinctively he put 
out his hand to stay it; and by what seemed a simple 
gesture through love for the Ark, he broke a command- 
ment of the Lord—and it cost him his natural life! 

What a lesson that was for King David and for all that 
vast company! And what a lesson for us! 


In these common, ordinary days of the tarrying time, 
we, too, are apt to lapse into forgetfulness of our high 
calling. How easy to become immune to the fear of the 
Lord! We started out by fleeing out of Babylon and all 
its confusion. Are we still on the “run,” or are we falling 
behind—sort of resting by the wayside? Is our enthusi- 
asm now waning, our hope decreasing? Have we taken 
our gaze off the prize ahead? No one can go straight while 
looking over his shoulder—looking back after the things 
that were left behind. And where there are lagging foot- 
steps, there is definitely a lukewarmness and indifference. 


Oh, have we allowed the fear of God to lose its effec- 
tiveness upon our lives? Why do we not let it work upon 
us with mighty power? We all can stand more prodding 
to awaken in us more earnest zeal. A sudden prodding 
may even cause one to jump out of his sleepy condition. 
Even a spurt is commendable if it results in a launching 
forward. A jump in the right direction is one jump nearer 
the goal. 


But a jump is not enough. It must be followed by a 
steady, onward march toward perfection. There must of 
necessity be a moving forward, a steady keeping on, ever 
conscious of that fear and of the presence of our God. 
Where there is more watching—more fear of God—there 
is less regretting. The stern fact must be borne in mind 
continually that Almighty God means exactly what He 
says, and that He will reward or punish according as 
He has promised. 


ONLY FROM WITHIN 


HEN we read about the nations of earth today and 
sense the condition they are in, it should certainly 
strengthen our faith; for we cannot help but realize we 
are in perilous times. Neighboring nations are continual- 
ly at each other’s throats, so to speak, with fear in their 
hearts. True, there have always been “wars and rumors 
of wars,” but never has there been such apprehension and 
fear as now. Because of this, nations are arming as never 
before, seemingly vying with one another to see which 
can be first in the design and manufacture of the most 
dreadful weapons of destruction, but at a cost far above 
their ability to pay for, if the pace proceeds much longer. 
And even though our own nation is still the best on earth, 
yet it is one of the chief, if not the foremost, in prepar- 
ing for war. 

We may ask, “What are the forces from within that 
would wreck us?” Subversion is a real and ever-present 
danger. Then there is lack of integrity and need of loyal- 
ty. Then, too, for the last score of years there has been 
a concentration of power in our national capital, and a 
decline in the rights of States. But possibly the greatest 
danger, as one of our senior senators sees it, is apathy, 
“a feeling on the part of the average person that his gov- 
ernment is too big and complicated for him to cope with, 
and once a citizen loses his sense of personal respon- 
sibility” we can be destroyed from within. 


What a similiarity to the Christian’s life is presented 
here. As members of God’s commonwealth, the true 
Israel, we should realize what this condition of the na- 
tions means: it is a sign that we are in the last days, and 
that Jesus’ personal appearance is imminent. 


As soldiers of God, are we as feverishly arming for the 
conflict against sin as are the nations against a potential 
enemy? A merciful God has furnished us an armor, if 
only we will put it on. Are we vying with each other in 
putting on this whole armor, so that we may be a pattern 
of good works before the world? The Apostle Paul knew 
all about this armor, and exhorted the Church at Ephe- 
sus: “Take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, . . . Stand therefore, 
having your loins girt about with truth, and having on 
the breastplate of righteousness, and your feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking 
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God.” 

There is not a single piece of necessary armor missing. 
Our Commander has seen fit to provide a complete armor 
so that we shall be able to “work out” our own “salvation 
with fear and trembling.” Do we realize the strength and 
power we can have in the using of this armor if only we 
will put it on and keep it on? Only those who have done 
this know the source of their strength. They know that as 
soldiers of God they are invincible, and shall be victorious 
over all. God’s storehouse is full to overflowing; a per- 
petual supply is there for the taking. 

God’s Commonwealth has the most unique form of 
government, in that every citizen must learn how and be 


‘able to rule self. Only the better people, those who will 


do this, shall be recognized there. They must have char- 

acter. The ability to rule self must be their specialty. 

God’s faithful soldiers will yearn for this only true lib- 

erty, a cessation from sin, and will have a dignity, a mas- 

tery of self that will fit them for mastery over others. 
(Continued on page 9) 








8 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 











Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Second Timothy 3: 5, Moffatt, “Though 
they keep up a form of religion, they will have nothing to 
do with it as a force.” 

Looking down to the time of the “last days” the Apos- 
tle Paul, through the aid of inspiration, declared the state 
of mankind generally. Among the numerous evils prac- 
ticed, formalism in the churches would be one of the out- 
standing offences. It is not surprising to find this predic- 
tion to be true. Men, being what they naturally are—bent 
to pursue their own desires—it becomes easy to trans- 
form whatever religion they may have adopted or in- 
herited, into a meaningless form. The outward acts and 
ceremonies are performed with ease, especially if popular 
approval is thus obtained; but to possess a religion that 
is a force in life, that moves men to do deeds because God 
commands it, however in disagreement with the popular 
observations, is an exceedingly more difficult role to fill. 

To be sure, worship that is vital and effective of neces- 
sity must express itself in some form, Among the Quak- 
ers formality in worship is disavowed; yet in their at- 
tempt to do this, silence itself has become a form. There 
must be regularity as to time and place of assembly for 
worship, certain customs and ordinances must be observed, 
and various requirements must be carried out in accord- 
ance with the rules of decency and orderliness. However, 
the danger is ever present that form in religion may be- 
come merely empty formalism. The outward functions 
may be performed punctiliously while the spiritual sac- 
rifices with which God is well pleased remain neglected. 

The tendency for religion to become a form is not new. 
It is, in fact, as old as religion itself. It goes back to the 
days of Cain and Abel. When Cain’s offering was not ac- 
cepted he became furious and downcast. “ ‘Why are you 
furious?’ said the Eternal to Cain, ‘why are you down- 
cast? If your heart is honest, you would surely look 
bright? If you are sullen, sin is lying in wait for you— 
yet you ought to master it.’”” He went through the form 
but his heart was wicked. Without an honest heart, for- 
mality ends in frustration. 


The primary theme of the Old Testament Prophets was 
that of warning the people because of their forms and 
ceremonies while the inner heart was not cleansed. They 
testified against the idolatrous practices of the aposta- 
tized nations which substituted meaningless ceremony 
for the inward spiritual requirement of faith. Even the 
outward observance of the law of sacrifices as com- 
manded by Moses was not pleasing to God when wicked- 
ness was practiced otherwise. Micah said, “How shall I 
enter the Eternal’s presence, ... Shall I come to him with 
sacrifice, . . . Shall I offer my first-born son for my sin, 
... O man, he has told you what is good; what does the 
Eternal ask from you but to be just and kind and live in 
quiet fellowship with your God?” 

Read Isaiah’s declaration of the Eternal’s dislike for 
outward observances (ch. 1: 11—15), and the acts with 
which He is pleased (vs. 16—20). Note the contrast: “ ‘I 
am sick of slaughtered rams,’ ”” showing His disapproval; 
and “‘Wash yourselves clean, banish your evil doings 
from my sight, cease to do wrong, learn to do right,’ ” 
showing the standard He demands. 

In his penitential psalm David realized the mind of 
God in reference to sacrifices and uttered: “Thou carest 
not for sacrifice, thou would’st not have burnt offerings 
from me; God’s sacrifice is a soul with its evil crushed: a 


heart broken with penitence, O God, never wilt thou de- 
spise.” There was no allowance here for any outward for- 
mality while the inner heart remained unchanged. 

Jesus’ denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees (Mat- 
thew 23) is an illustration of His dislike for meticulous 
outward observances of the law while the inner life re- 
mained unchanged. Their religion had become a form to 
the extent that as long as the outward functions of the 
law were observed the inner life was overlooked. Jesus 
struck a painful blow at their hypocrisy when He used 
Isaiah’s prophetic words as evidence against them: “This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honor- 
eth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me” 
(Matt. 15:8). We should beware that we are not of this 
class. 

We may read recorded history of the past relating how 
the people of God drifted from genuine worship to empty, 
outward ritualism; we may observe the weak state of the 
religious world today because of its mere formalism; 
and we may notice formality rather than sincerity in our 
friends and neighbors. But how is it with us who profess 
to know the way of Christ? Is our religion a form or a 
force? Are we what we should be? 

The fact that an individual may attend religious serv- 
ices regularly does not necessarily prove his sincerity. 
Active participation in worthy activities does not always 
indicate the right motive. It is often true that a man’s 
apparent spirituality is merely a bid for popular approval 
rather than sincere performance of the will of God. 

We may recall incidents in our school days when we 
sat at our desks, books before us, as if we were in ear- 
nest study, but instead our thoughts were far away—day- 
dreaming. All was a form. Or more recently it may have 
been during a conversation with someone who was relat- 
ing valuable information on a certain subject, we ap- 
peared to listen but were startled to realize we had not 
really heard what was said. Our thoughts were elsewhere. 
Embarrassment flushed us as we thought of the conse- 
quences were we expected to respond intelligently. 


But it may have been worse still when we sat at church, 
apparently listening to the Scripture, the prayer, the 
hymns or the sermons and yet not hearing what was said 
because we were thinking of something else. We may 
have been present when someone exhorted a group to 
greater spirituality, yes, we were present for the purpose 
of being exhorted, we would declare, but we heard or re- 
membered nothing. It was all a form. We were not suf- 
ficiently interested to be impressed by the message some- 
one was putting his heart and soul into, to have it touch 
the hearts of others. If we continue in such a manner, 
what is our worship but a form? We condemn it in others 
but allow it in ourselves. 


The summary of it all is, that we must be what we pro- 
fess. If we profess to be Christians let us be Christians. 
Our behavior should be such that a label would not be 
necessary to distinguish us from non-Christians. Our 
conduct should testify for us. We will not only hear the 
word but we will act on it. A faith that does not have 
deeds to show is dead. Our religion must culminate in 
action, it must be a force, not only to assist others in the 
way of Christ, but equally important—if not more so— 
is to make ourselves right in every detail. Our mode of 
worship must be such that whatever we do we will do it 
heartily as to the Lord and not unto men. If we speak let 
us do it to edify; if we sing may it be from the heart as 
God would have it; when we pray may it be in sincerity, 
and when we listen to a worthy exhortation may it be 
with humility. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


Our sympathy goes out to this subscriber at Warsaw, 
Ill., in the loss of his wife, who has been a reader since 
1948. After notifying us of the change of the wrapper 
for the MESSAGE, he says: “She and I were ardent read- 
ers of the MESSAGE. May the good Lord reward her with 
eterna! life when He returns. 

Signed, her husband, Mr. F— H. R—.” 


The brother at Hardtner, Kansas, sends a sincere let- 
ter of thanks. 

“Dear Brother: I will write in reply to your good letter 
but cannot find words that will express my feelings for 
such spiritual advice as you give, and how I thank you; 
for one who is far from the fountain head, as I am, really 
appreciates the words of truth. I know the world is in 
darkness, as to the truth; for I talk with many and they 
seem to be satisfied to drift with the world, and don’t 
seem to be interested in where they will spend eternity. 
And the sad part is, there seems to be nothing we can do 
to help. Will close, asking an interest in your prayers. 

5. ” 


A sister at Spotswood, N. J., is most grateful for the 
way of life. 

“Dear Sister: ... Yes, it is a very serious thing to 
waste our time on the fleeting things in this life; but so 
many are guilty of just that. How thankful those of us 
who are guilty of same should be to our God that we can 
strive to become that which God would have us be; for 
with God there is nothing impossible, especially when one 
feels as the Psalmist expressed in Ps. 42:1, 2, ‘As the 
hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul 
after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the liv- 
ing God: when shall I come and appear before God?’ 
That I have experienced; and only those that have know 
what it is. Never in my whole life did I ever long for any 
one else in that way. I wanted Him more than daily food. 
Yet very conscious of my unworthiness, somehow the 
Lord heard my cry and I have peace within; and how 
wonderful to really have found a people who present the 
truth—the Megiddo Mission—and sad that so few want 
truth!... B— H—.” 


We are always pleased to hear from this sister at Con- 
yers, Ga. 

“Dear Friends and Precious People: Your letter-of- 
the-month received, and I am always glad to hear from 
you good people. It is like getting a letter from home. 
Just think, there is coming a time when we won’t have to 
write any more, for we can make personal calls; we can 
come and go with the freedom of the wind. This alone 
should make us want to strive even harder for this won- 
derful promise, and for many more blessings that we 
know nothing about. 

“We know what our work is, and how to go about the 
task of receiving this certain reward: ‘Enter ye in at the 
strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it. And I for one thank the good Lord for allowing even 
me to find the one strait and narrow way, which is the 
way of truth; and I do know only a few believe this way; 
and if this way is wrong, the Bible is wrong; and I know 
the Bible is right by fulfilled prophecy; I know there is a 
great and all-powerful Being living, One to rule and reign 
on this beautiful earth of ours.... G— P—.” 


ONLY FROM WITHIN 
(Continued from page 7) 


These individuals realize that if they are destroyed, it 
will be from within. None other than Christ Himself 
said: “For from within, out of the heart of man, proceed 
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness; all these evil things 
come from within and defile the man” (Mark 7: 21—23), 
and if not curbed and overcome, they also destroy the 
man. It is for this work that we have had the spiritual 
armor provided, that we might terminate for all time the 
life of these evils. Pauli also informs us that we must ban- 
ish all evil forces from our lives: “That ye put off con- 
cerning the former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed 
in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new 
man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness” (Eph. 4: 22—24). 

Therefore we know what the forces are that come from 
within which will wreck or destroy us. When we, as sol- 
diers of the Eternal, permit evil thoughts, pride, blas- 
phemy, or any one of these evils from within to rule us, 
we are impairing our chances of winning in this war- 
fare. When we are not strictly honest or sincere with self 
and others, we are lacking in integrity; and when we do 
not give our full allegiance and faithfulness to the Cause 
in which we are enlisted, we certainly lack loyalty. But 
with the Christian, as with the citizen, the greatest dan- 
ger is apathy. Summed up, this is lack of interest, indif- 
ference. Someone once said: “Indifference opens more 
gates to the enemy than does tyranny.” It is, itself, a 
subtle enemy. 

Once we get the idea that the work is too hard for us to 
accomplish, and the flesh more than we can master, we 
are then already vanquished in the fight. But more than 
anything else, if we lose our sense of personal responsi- 
bility, we have lost all; for certainly this is a personal 
matter, as no one can work out our salvation for us. When 
we lose our sense of responsibility, we allow the “old 
man” forces of jealousy, pride, anger, envy, and the other 
evils of the flesh to hold sway. Thus there is a decline in 
the forces of the spirit, namely, love, joy, peace, longsuf- 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temper- 
ance. It is certain that the harvest of the spirit cannot 
dwell where the evils are. They are as oil and water; they 
will not mix. Can we imagine covetous liberality or rev- 
erent blasphemy? 

Let us then guard well these inner gates, that we open 
only those that will admit the virtues. No other plan will 
build up and promote us to a higher plane of accomplish- 
ment. These enemy agents will enter without any urging 
—even nigh to breaking down the gates. It takes effort 
to be assured that only our helpful allies, such as faith, 
courage and godliness, are the ones coming through. We 
must work to reach the point where the least stirring of 
the enemy host will send us swiftly to man the gates to 
see that an entrance is not effected by one of them. Only 
a constant vigilance, a relentless and unceasing watch- 
fulness, will assure safety. 

When we have “obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine” that was delivered us; when we have cleansed 
“first that which is within,” then we shall be privileged 
to be a citizen of God’s Kingdom on earth which shall 
never be destroyed. Such will be the happy lot of every 
one who has learned to rule self, and has forever barred 
the gates to the evils that come only from within. 














THE WATER OF LIFE 


Oh, give me the wonderful water of life, 

That thirst-quenching draught that delivers from strife; 
The water of which Jesus spoke at the well, 1 

Where, weary, He tarried, to rest for a spell. 

The woman of Sychar did not comprehend 

What Jesus had said, but she hastened to lend 

A listening ear, for she quickly perceived 

This must be the Christ, on whom many believed. 


This life-giving water is now hard to find, 

There’s but one oasis on earth of its kind, 

From which tiny rivulets flow here and there, 
Preparing a few for the Kingdom, so fair. 

But when Christ returns, His redeemed ones to own, 
And there in Jerusalem sets up His throne, 

Broad rivers will spread to earth’s uttermost end, 2 
While saints without number the Saviour attend. 


These streams shall o’erflow in the garden of God, 
Enriching the soil, and renewing the sod; 3 

The wastes that were arid shall bloom as the rose, 
And fruits of the Spirit their fragrance disclose. 
The whale that now lurks in the depths of the sea, 
And muddies the waters, no longer shall be; 4 
But fish shall inhabit the pools once again, 

And God’s faithful few shall be “fishers of men.” 


The waters that then shall inundate the earth 

Will be crystal clear, and of infinite worth; 

For promising trees, that are now barked and peeled, 5 
Shall then know the truth, and by Truth shall be healed. 6 
The nations that now in dark ignorance lie 

Shall of the blest Truth have abundant supply; 

For knowledge shall then be dispensed far abroad, 

By means of these wonderful rivers of God. 


Beware of the pool where the great dragon floats— 7 
While looking for victims he constantly gloats, 
“Behold all my rivers; I made them myself, 

And there is none better for gathering pelf.” 

He’s ever engaged casting up mire and dirt, 

And those who go with him do so to their hurt, 
For soon he’ll be stranded upon the dry land, 

With all who refuse to obey God’s command. 


But drink of the water that flows from God’s throne, 
And wash in its coolness till all sin is gone. 

Allow it to course through your body until 

t subjugates all to the heavenly will. 

Then, when its expanse proclaims none can pass o’er, 
From sin, and its follies, to Zion’s fair shore, 

The joy you will feel, and the bliss you will share— 
With such there is naught in this world to compare. 


1. John 4:14; 2. Isa. 33: 21; 3. Ps. 65:9; 4. Ezek. 32:2; 5. Joel 
1:7; 6. Jer. 31:34; Ps. 107: 20; 7. Ezek. 29: 3. 


—L. L. S. 




















